Harbor Light Content Group, LLC
Clarity | Excellence | Purpose
Andy Sanders, Ed. D.
HarborLightContentGroup@gmail.com
HarborLightContentGroup.com

Student Outline: 
WHAT A PUBLISHER IS LOOKING FOR

A. What Publishers Are Looking for in a Manuscript
1. Proper __________ standards 
2. Good writing skills, not merely __________ 
3. A manuscript that is not rushed 
4. A manuscript that is complete 
5. A strong message and storyline 
6. Proper structure and __________ 
7. Reader benefit and value 
8. A clear target __________ 
9. Recognizable __________ or genre 
10. Marketable? 

B. What Publishers Are Looking for in an Author
1. Current __________ 
2. legal risk 
3. Platform 
4. Realistic expectations  
5. Future __________ 
6. Professionalism & __________ 
7. Coachability & patience 
8. Stability & Emotional __________ 
9. Clear communication skills 

C. Major Red Flags
1. Rushed __________ 
2. Over-spiritualizing the __________ 
3. Authors who refuse __________ 
4. Unstable emotions 
5. Authors obsessed with fame  
6. No clear audience 
7. Rambling, poor grammar, and sentence __________ 
8. Authors who resist professional __________ 
9. Placing inspiration over __________ 
10. Writing revelation without __________ 
11. No platform 

D. Submission Mistakes
1. Sending rough __________ 
2. Ignoring submission __________ 
3. Overexplaining personal visions or dreams 
4. Acting __________ 
5. Demanding quick responses  
6. Claiming bestseller status __________ 
7. Pretending to have a platform that doesn’t exist 
8. Becoming defensive during __________ 
9. Using spirituality to remove the professional publishing process 

E. Author Pitfalls
1. Lack of patience 
2. Chasing __________ 
3. Unrealistic __________ 
4. Chasing fame 
5. Refusing to be taught  
6. Authors unwilling to market 

Q&A?
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